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MASSING DIAGRAMS

Nested GablesL-ShapeBroad Front

Facade Composition

Coastal Cottage facade composition is
characterized by a simple and balanced
placement of windows and doors. Paired
windows are frequently used and often
stand alone. Second-story windows locat-
ed in a gable are usually centered above
first floor windows.They can be the same
size as the first floor windows but often
a smaller special window shape is used.
For the side gable form, entry doors are
often located towards the center of the
facade. The L-shaped and nested gable
forms push the entry door to one side of
the front gable.

Roof

The roof pitch on Norfolk Coastal Cot-
tage houses varies from 10 in 12 to 12 in
12. For gable L and nested gable forms,
the pitch on street-facing gables are 10 to
16 in 12.

Eaves

Coastal Cottage overhangs tend to be
shallow. Most have a very simple profile
which consists of a 6-inch fascia board
and a 3-inch decorative crown molding.
Often the overhang of the crown mold is
cleanly cut vertically to allow for the
attachment of a gutter.

Wall

The first floor is typically set 12 to
18 inches above finished grade. The
floor-to-ceiling height on the ground
floor is typically 8 feet. Walls are typical-
ly framed with 8-inch lap siding or 8-
inch saw-cut smooth shingle. Brick is
sometimes used as cladding.
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Massing

BROAD FRONT 

Broad, side-gable rectangular volume
with roof pitches ranging from 10 to 12
in 12. Dormers are typically placed in
aligment with the openings of the first
story. One-story shallow gable porches
are often located in the center of
the facade. One-story side wings are
common.

L-SHAPE

One-and-one-half-story, front-facing
gable with a roof pitch ranging from 8 to
16 in 12 combined with a side gable
massing. Dormers are typically placed on
the main body of the house in alignment
with the openings of the first story. A
shed roof porch is sometimes located to
the side of the front gable incorporating
the roof of the main body. A one-story
gabled front porch located to the side of
the front-facing gable is also common.
Chimneys are typically nested at the
intersection of the front gable and the
Main Body. One-story side wings are
common.

NESTED GABLES

An L-shape massing which incorporates
a one-story enclosed gable entry project-
ing from the one-and-one-half-story
front gable. The roof pitch aligns with
one side of the one-and-one-half-story,
front-facing gable. Usually located on
either side of the larger gable, its width
ranges from one-third to one-half of the
width of the front-facing gable. One-
story wings are common.

Combinations

Larger living spaces may be created by
adding side wings to the main body.
Gable dormers can be added to introduce
light into an attic or half-story space.The
architectural character of elements such
as side wings, rear wings and ancillary
structures should be consistent with the
architectural character of the main body.
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TYPICAL EAVE DETAIL


